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OCUMTNT  2803  GENERAL  HEADTUhRTERS 

UNIr  ED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
,,?AR  CRIMES  BRANCH 

18  Jenuary  1946 

MEMORANDA  TO:  Prosecution  Section  (Report  No.  166) 
THRU:  Executive  Officer,  ,,,f,r  Crimes  Branch 


THRU: 
SUBJECT : 


Murder  of  approximately  eighty-nine  Fili¬ 
pino-  citizens  near  Tu^bok,  Davao  City, 
Mindanao,  P.I.,  on  14  May  1945. 


II.  SUIT'ARY  OF  EVIDENCE: 

On  11  May  1945 f  Japanese  soldiers  rounded  up  approximately 
one  hundred  men,  women,  and  children  residents  of  Tugbok, 
and,  undor  the  guide  of  taking  them  to  a  pl^ce  of  safety, 
took  them  to  Eaiingcin.  Additional  people  were  added  to  the 
group  until  0  total  of  approximately  two  hundred  were  at 
Balingain.  On  the  morning  of  14  May  1945 1  they  were  divided 
into  two  groups,  forty  in  one  and  one  hundred  sixty  in  the 
other.  Suddcntly  the  Japanese  who  were  guarding  the  smaller 
group  begam  shooting  them.  Then  the  other  group  was  fired 
upon  by  their  guards.  Some  of  the  people  were  able  to  run 
away  and  escape  (R  1,  5,  9).  "’he  following  afternoon,  three 
of  those  who  escaped  returned  to  the  scene  of  the  massacre 
and  counted  the  bodies  of  eighty-nine  people  (R  2,  10). 
Twenty- two  of  them  were  recognized.  They  also  found  a 
fourteen  year  old  girl,  who  was  wounded  by  a  bullet  and 
bayonet  thrusts,  but  she  survived.  (R  2,  5).  I+  is  not 
known  why  these  people  were  killed.  They  wc“e  not  given  a 
trial  (R  1C). 

On  2  January  1942,  a  group  of  fifty  Filipinos  wore 
gathered  together  by  Japanese  soldiers  in  Barrio  Lizada., 
Toril.  lava.O',  One  of  the  Filipinos  named  Fclino  MONTANTE 
was  tied,  bayonetted  in  the  face,  slapped  and  kicked  until 
he  could  hardly  stand.  He  was  then  led  to  a  nearby  bridge 
by  three  Japanese,  n  shot  was  heard  and  some  other  Japanese 
ran  to  the  bridge  and  looked  over  into  the  water  (R  12); 

In  the  afternoon,  MONTANTE' s  body  was  seen  In  the  river  with 
a  bullet  hole  in  the  back  (R  14) .  MONTANTE  was  suspected 
of  working  against  the  Japanese  •  (R  12), 
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